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Briefing Pack
About the awards

The Greater Manchester Health and Care Champion Awards are the only Greater Manchester-wide awards to recognise those people who regularly go above and beyond to improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Manchester.

The awards are organised by Greater Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership, with support from the Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham. They were established in 2018, and the 2020 awards event was put on hold due to COVID-19. The previous two award programmes collectively received over 1200 nominations and winners included care home managers, GPs, social workers, disability advocate groups, fundraisers and social enterprises.

The 2021 awards are being launched to recognise and celebrate the diversity of contribution to Greater Manchester’s COVID-19 response: from health and care staff to key workers and community champions.

There are thirteen awards recognising the different but equally important contributions people have made over the last year, from those who have returned to their profession to support the pandemic response, those who have taken on new roles as a result of deployment or whilst on furlough, and those who have gone the extra mile to support their local communities. 

We are working in partnership with Hits Radio and the Manchester Evening News to promote the awards. 
List of categories:

Returning Champion 
Adaptable Champion 
Community Champion 
Young Champion of the Year 
Student of the Year 
Apprentice of the Year 
Key Worker Champion
Volunteer Champion 
Leadership Champion 
Innovation Champion 
Wellbeing Champion 
Inclusion Champion 
Collaborative Champion

The process 
Nominations open on Monday 21 June 2021 and close on Friday 6 August 2021. The awards are open to all individuals or teams, paid or unpaid, who work in the health or care sector in Greater Manchester or through their broader work have helped improve the health and wellbeing of others as part of our city-region’s Covid response.

There is just one nomination form for all categories, to make the nomination process quick and easy. Nominations can be completed by colleagues or members of the public who wish to see an individual or team’s hard work recognised. Information about the awards, the criteria and how to nominate can be found on our website from 21 June at www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards. Completed nomination forms should be returned to gm.awards@nhs.net.

All nominations will then be reviewed by our nomination panel, with shortlisted nominees announced in September. We will work with communications colleagues in advance to work through this process. Shortlisted nominees will then be invited to attend a sponsored virtual event in October 2021, where the winners will be announced. The winner of the Community Champion Award will be chosen by readers of the MEN. 
NB The awards are free to apply and free to attend for shortlisted nominees.
How can you support?

We would welcome your support with promoting nominations for the awards within your organisations/networks and on your social media channels. We have provided some sample wording which can be adapted for inclusion in internal/external bulletins below, as well as sample Facebook and Twitter posts and images, for use from 21 June 2021. 

Nominate your Greater Manchester health and care champions
Nominations are now open for the Greater Manchester Health and Care Champion Awards 2021. 

The awards are a unique opportunity to recognise those people who really have gone above and beyond to care for and support the people of Greater Manchester over the last year. 

Award categories include recognising our key worker and community champions, innovators, volunteers, leaders at any level and those who have helped improve the wellbeing of those around them during such a challenging year. 

The awards are open to all individuals or teams, paid or unpaid, who work in the health or care sector in Greater Manchester or through broader work help improve the health and wellbeing of others. Nominations can be completed by colleagues or members of the public who wish to see an individual or team’s hard work recognised. 

Nominations can be completed online by visiting www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards and must be returned by the deadline of 6 August 2021. 

The awards are organised by Greater Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership, the body that oversees the area’s £6bn devolved health and social care budget, with support from the Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham and in partnership with Hits Radio and the Manchester Evening News.

The winners will be announced at a sponsored virtual event October 2021. 

Social media posts (Social media graphics attached to the email)

Twitter

Help recognise Greater Manchester’s health and care champions! Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your @GMchampions2021 #GMchampions

Nominations for the Greater Manchester Health and Care Awards 2021 are open! Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your @GMchampions2021 #GMchampions

Help us recognise our teams by nominating them for the Greater Manchester Health and Care Champion Awards. Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your @GMchampions2021 #GMchampions

Do you know someone in your community who has gone above and beyond to support others during the pandemic? Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your @GMchampions2021 #GMchampions

Facebook
The last year has been challenging for us all. Help us recognise the people who have gone the extra mile to support others. Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your health and care champions today!
There are thousands of people across Greater Manchester who work hard day in and day out to keep our communities well. Help give them the recognition they deserve. Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your health and care champion today.

If you’ve recently experienced outstanding care in our hospital/GP Practice/dentist why not complete a nomination for the Greater Manchester Health and Care Champion Awards? Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards today.
Do you know someone in your community who has gone above and beyond to support others during the pandemic? Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your health and care champion today

Do you know a volunteer in Greater Manchester who has really gone the extra mile for others over the last year? Help give them the recognition they deserve. Visit www.gmhsc.org.uk/awards to nominate your health and care champion today.
Please make sure that all images posted on social media make use of the 'alt text' function, and duplicate any words that appear in a graphic so the same information is accessible to those using screen readers. You should also describe any imagery that appears within this description. Please also ensure that key information is communicated in the post text, rather than relying on a visual asset. 

You can find further guidance and how to do this for different platforms below and for further advice on writing image descriptions, see 

here: https://www.rnib.org.uk/rnibconnect/technology/making-your-social-media-accessible

Get in touch

If you have any questions or require further information or resources please email gm.awards@nhs.net.


