NEW! VCFSE Family Hub weekly bulletin –25.04.25

Hi everyone,

Here’s this week’s weekly VCFSE (voluntary, community and faith-based groups, and social enterprise organisations) Family Hub bulletin which covers family/Family Hub relevant information, including: Sector 3/VCFSE updates, One Stockport Family Hub updates, Training, Funding opportunities and any other information such as events promotion, activities, requests, etc.
If there’s anything you would like me to share in a future bulletin, please let me know and I’ll add it in :)

Sector 3/VCFSE updates:
· Meet Your Stockport Volunteer Hub - A session to give you information about volunteering in Stockport and connect you with organisations looking for volunteers on 07.05.25. Book your time slot here.
· Meet the Funder: Who do you want to meet?! Our Senior Funding Development Lead is looking to book in Meet the funder sessions for the next few months, and wants to hear from you if there are any funders who you apply to time and time again and still get rejected from? Who are the funders who have complicated criteria or application forms? Who are the funders you are keen to meet? Please let me know and I will try to arrange Meet the Funder sessions with those funders - kaylie.chapman@sector3sk.org

One Stockport Family Hubs updates:
· Stockport Local have created the online directory, which provides details of statutory services, local and national organisations and community groups in Stockport. We would like to encourage groups and organisations to sign-up to the directory using the following online form - https://forms.stockport.gov.uk/request-to-add-a-directory-entry/category 
· All Stockport residents and people working in Stockport have continued free access to The Solihull Approach course library at www.inourplace.co.uk with access code REDROCK. Use postcode SK1 3XE if you work in Stockport, but don't live here. You can also register for a free account with Essential Parent via Family Hubs - Stockport Council 
· The Family Hubs newsletter is published bi-monthly as a means for us all to keep in touch with Family Hubs developments and network activity that will make supporting the families you work with easier. To be sure to get the latest updates sign up to receive it. You can read the latest newsletter here.
· Our Connect 5 programme is a series of mental health training modules designed to help people have better mental wellbeing conversations in the workplace. Connect 5 training enables us to provide better mental health support, break down barriers, raise awareness and understanding and ultimately improve wellbeing and conversation across Stockport. For Mental Health Awareness Week, we are running extra sessions for anyone who wants to learn more:
· Mental Health Awareness Week - Connect 5 mental wellbeing conversation workshop - 22.05.25 from 10.00-13.00 Family Hubs, Abingdon Road, Reddish, SK5 7EU. 
· NEW! Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme applications for Summer 2025 delivery are now open! Are you a Stockport based provider who can offer fun and enriching activities with a nutritious meal during the longer school holidays? Can you provide children and young people with opportunities to foster new relationships and learn new skills? Can you support families to expand their networks and access further help and support? The HAF programme could be a great opportunity for you! If you think HAF could be a programme that you could deliver, we would love to hear from you. Please access our application form via our webpage - Information for providers - Stockport Council. Read the criteria and have a look at the DfE guidance before scrolling to the bottom of the page for the link to the application form. Please note that applications will close on 06.05.25. If you wish to ask any questions before submitting your application, please get in touch with us at - haf@stockport.gov.uk
Sector 3 Training:
Our free workshops are aimed at those working, volunteering, or starting out in the VCFSE sector in Stockport:
· Grant Management Toolkit with Sophie and Charlotte [Online] - 23.04.25 from 1 - 2pm. In this session, you'll be more informed of how to stay on top of all aspects of managing grants, through our toolkit, which includes: a 12 month funding plan; a Grant Projection plan; a Data Collection plan; a template budget; and a Monitoring and Evaluation Calendar
· The Income Club with Kaylie and Charlotte [In-person] - 24.04.25 from 12 - 1pm. An opportunity for Stockport's VCFSE sector to find out about new funds, share information and network.
· Accounting 121s with Tobass Ltd [In Person] - 30.04.25 from 11am - 1pm. Join Tanya from Tobass Ltd, for a one on one session to go through any challenges you have been experiencing in your accounts.
Other training opportunities:
· Neurodiversity Community Training Online on 29.04.25 from 10 – 11am. As part of the all-age Autism Strategy, we have recruited lived experience experts to design and deliver a neurodiversity training package to support local businesses in inclusion of neurodivergent individuals.
We are pleased to announce that tier 1 of our training package is now available and are providing a session to watch this 25-minute recording which aims to raise awareness and promote inclusion of our neurodivergent community. See flyer for more info
You can watch the video in your own time or you can join us and we can watch this together as part of our Family Hubs Feature Event.
· Upcoming Making Research Count webinars:
Harmful Sexual Behaviours Among Boys: Learning from Research
30.04.25 from 11.00am - 12.30pm
To book a place on a webinar, please email: mrc@beds.ac.uk
These webinars will be held via Zoom. For further information about our events, visit www.beds.ac.uk/mrc 
· NEW! GMCA are working with Business2Business to host an event on The Procurement Act 2023 and Social Value on 08.05.25 at Friends Meeting House in Manchester City Centre. Further details and booking for the event can be found through the following link: The Procurement Act and Social Value Roundtable Tickets, Thu 8 May 2025 at 11:30 | Eventbrite
· Please see attached the Build a Business in GM Libraries list of workshops for April and May. All these workshops are open to GM residents.
· Stockport homes are running another SFL+ Food Hygiene Level 2 course on 13.05.25 from 9:45am – 4:30pm. See attached flyer for details. This one-day, practical, accredited course is essential for anyone who prepares and serves food to the public.
Anyone wanting more information or to book a place should contact us: Tel: 0161 474 2862, Email: customer.training@stockporthomes.org or Visit: Skills for life plus - SKylight (sk-y-light.org)
· NEW! Charity Digital will be holding their first ever Reimagining Services Summit: a free online event for charity professionals to unlock new perspectives on service delivery and help maximise value to service users on 12.06.25
Whether you’re a charity leader or a volunteer, working in service delivery, fundraising, or marketing, this event will have something for you. Sessions will help you re-evaluate the relationship between charities and their service users, consider how digital can help charity services go further, and make more room for hope and optimism in service delivery for meaningful change.
The summit is open to all charity professionals, across all job titles and seniority levels. We invite you to learn, share, and discover more about delivering exceptional charity services.
· Makaton Taster Session for professionals working in Stockport. Makaton is a language programme that uses speech, signs and symbols to support communication. It is often used with children and adults who are experiencing difficulties with their speech, language and communication. This short taster session gives you a general introduction into what Makaton is and who uses it. You will learn 30+ signs and symbols to get you started. Online on 03.07.25 from 10 – 11:30am. Book on Learning Pool: https://stockport.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=784   

Funding opportunities: 
(Please note, these are added to every week but kept in order of upcoming deadlines). Also, click here for Sector 3’s Funding page for more grants, and for those with rolling deadlines. 
· Tender Opportunity: Stockport Children’s Therapy Services Stockport Council are tendering out Children’s Therapy Services via The Chest. We think this is an excellent opportunity for a VCFSE consortium of bids. The application window closes midday on 30.04.25
· The Leathersellers’ Foundation offers unrestricted grants of £20,000–£25,000 (up to four years) to UK charities (£200k–£2m income) tackling adverse childhood experiences. Applications need to demonstrate using a trauma-informed approach. Deadline 30.04.25
· Thomas Wall Trust is now open for its latest funding round, The Thomas Wall Trust is supporting organisations that help people improve their communication and vocational skills. Deadline 05.05.25
· Warburtons Community Grants offer community grants up to £400 for not-for-profit organisations in England, Scotland, and Wales, focusing on health, place, or skills initiatives benefiting families. Decisions are typically made within six weeks of the deadline. Deadline 05.05.25
· Comic Relief - Every Step of the Way. To support UK organisations (income £250k to £10 million pa) that work to empower young people at immediate risk of, or experiencing homelessness to access the right support at the right time. Core funding for organisations which do both of the following: Specialise in holistic support to young people aged 16-25. And meaningfully involve young people with lived experience of homelessness, or who have been at risk of homelessness. Grants up to £200k. Funding is available for 3 to 5 years. Deadline 07.05.25
· NEW! Answer Cancer Grants - Would you like to help Answer Cancer grow communities’ knowledge of cancer and increase the uptake of cancer screening across Greater Manchester? The Answer Cancer fund is offering grants of up to £4,000 to GM-based voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations to deliver projects that will: Promote the NHS national screening programmes for breast, bowel and cervical cancer; Encourage people to attend their screening appointments; Raise awareness of cancer. Deadline 12pm on 12.05.25
· NEW! Foundational Economy Innovation Fund - The GMCA’s Foundational Economy Innovation Fund is now open for applications. The Fund is providing support and grants to businesses and organisations working in or with Greater Manchester’s foundational economy to trial new ideas. The foundational economy includes the retail, hospitality, and leisure sectors, as well as health and social care, early education, and childcare. Grants of up to £11,000 are available in the Fund’s first phase. Deadline 13.05.25
· NEW! Triangle Trust 1949 Fund: UK projects focused on young women and girls who already have a history of offending or who are at high risk of registering a first offence. Only for organisations that solely support the wellbeing and welfare of women and girls, with income under £1m pa. Grants £10,000 to £80,000 over 12 months to two years are available. A maximum of £40,000 pa. They fund registered non profits, including CICs. They say that they will fund new charities. Deadline 21.05.25
· NEW! Participatory Grantmaking Programme Funded by The Charity Service, working in partnership with The Booth Centre and a group of people with lived experience of homelessness and experience of accessing homeless services, are proud to announce the launch of a Participatory Grantmaking Programme. The programme will provide grant funding, up to a maximum of £5,000, to registered charities and constituted community/voluntary organisations working to deliver activities, support and services aimed at preventing homelessness within the Greater Manchester area. In particular we would encourage applications from organisations that are directly addressing at least one of the following issues: Safe Accommodation; No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF); Growing a community of people accessing services – reducing social isolation and empowering people who attend. Deadline 4pm on 23.05.25
· Tesco Stronger Starts offers grants up to £1,500 to UK charities and community organisations, prioritising (but not limited to) projects supporting children's food security and health. Selected causes participate in a customer vote via blue tokens in Tesco stores. Applications are reviewed quarterly - next deadline 24.05.25
· The Charity Service – Greater Manchester Grants. Applications for grant funding are invited from registered charities, community groups and voluntary organisations working to assist individuals who are disadvantaged, sick, have a disability and/or living in poverty within Greater Manchester. The average annual grant award is £1000.00 however grant applications up to a maximum of £3,000 for one year will be considered. Deadlines 30.05.25 and 25.07.25
· NEW! Skelton Charity Fund - From £500 to £3,000 for registered charities across the North West, in Lancashire, Greater Manchester and Merseyside, including the unitary authorities of Blackpool, Blackburn, Warrington and Halton, working to provide greater opportunities and improve the lives of children, the elderly and the disabled and their carers. For one-off expenditure for projects or capital expenditure. Deadline 5pm on 30.05.25
· ​NEW! The Joanies Fund offers grants averaging £2,000 - £3,000 to innovative projects across England and Wales that support young people aged 0–25, focusing on employment, education, and community integration. Deadline 01.07.25
· NEW! The Ford Britain Trust offers small grants up to £250 and large grants up to £3,000 for UK-based community projects focusing on education, environment, youth, and disabilities. The next deadlines are 30.06.25 for small grants and 31.07.25 for large grants.
· Another Way Women's Foundation - A grant-making charity dedicated to enabling a brighter and fairer future for women and girls through financial support, education, empowerment and advancement. By funding impactful projects and services, they aim to accelerate gender equality, effect system change and advance women’s lives, sustainably, at both an individual and community level. Grants fall into two areas: Project support – ‘seed’ funding for pilot or start-up initiatives to show ‘proof of concept’. Services support – to enable support organisation and service providers to pay for essential service delivery. Grants £1,000 and £5,000. Next funding round window is 01.09.25 – 30.09.25
· Arete Foundation - Funding and support to charitable organisations that help young people in NW England. Two funding streams. One-off unrestricted grants for small community organisations. Typical one-off grants of £2,000-£2,500. The Foundation aims to support organisations with a turnover of less than £500,000. Long-term funding partnerships for small Northwest charities that want to strengthen and grow. Typical grants of £10,000-£30,000 pa for 3 years, to scale or strengthen operational health. December round: 01.06.25 to 30.09.25
· DofE Awards Access Without Limits Funding - The DofE Awards Access Without Limits Funding for Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations has been extended. We have grants available for organisations, working with young people between the ages of 14-25, who would like to become Directly Licensed Centres, able to offer the DofE Award to their service users, or to those young people who live in the neighbourhoods and communities, where they are based.
Through support from the Julia and Hans Rausing Trust, we are able to fund and support a limited number of voluntary sector organisations that are new to the DofE, to licence and begin to deliver the award. Eligible organisations can receive a grant of up to £10,250 and support to help establish the DofE in your organisation and link our programme to the existing activities you provide for young people. Deadline 01.01.26
· NEW! The Go FAR Fund, a collaboration between Findarace and Run The World, offers quarterly grants of up to £1,000 to UK grassroots projects that promote physical activity, particularly in disadvantaged or underserved communities. Rolling deadline
· The Dulverton Trust funds UK-registered charities (£200k–£10m income) in various categories, including youth opportunities, welfare, and heritage. Grants range up to £5,000 (via Community Foundations) or higher for national charities. Rolling deadline
· Grants for Grassroots Sports Facilities - The UK Government will invest £100m in grassroots sports in 2025/26. Individual grant amounts are unspecified. Funding prioritises deprived areas and under-represented groups. Applications are open via national football bodies; Rolling deadline
· NEW! The Hargreaves Foundation offers grants to UK charities, schools, and NHS Trusts supporting under-18s facing mental health challenges, disabilities, or poverty through sport and education. With an annual fund of approximately £2 million, there’s no set grant size. No deadline announced
· NEW! The Albery Gubay Foundation offers grants to registered charities as well as eligible Catholic organisations in the UK and Ireland. Funding supports the specific priority areas below, although these can change:
· Victims of modern slavery
· Victims of domestic abuse
· Ex-offenders and their families
· Homelessness
· Medical research
· Support for people with terminal illnesses / life limiting conditions and their carers
· Drug and substance misuse
· Support for people with intellectual disability
· Care leavers: to give them a chance to succeed on a par with other young people
· Worship and associated community outreach
· Amateur sport
· Care for the elderly
There is no deadline or fixed grant amount. No deadline announced
· Patch Community Fund - We care deeply about the communities we operate in and that's why we've created our Local Community Fund, which shares small grants with local good causes. The fund aims to enhance the life of people in the areas we operate. Grants of £200 to £500 are typically made and support projects from local schools and sports clubs, to community projects. This is a competitive process, and the winners are decided by our own customers and the public. No deadline announced
· The Percy Bilton Charity offers grants to UK charities supporting disadvantaged youth, people with disabilities, and the elderly. Small grants are considered monthly, while larger grants (£2,000-£5,000) are for specific furniture/equipment. Applications are open year-round, with no specific deadline
· The Youth Endowment Fund’s Open Call funding round invites proposals from delivery organisations that work to reduce young people’s involvement in violence and are ready for rigorous evaluation. No deadline announced
· The Gosling Foundation offers UK charities, CIOs, and CICs grants from £5,000 (no deadline) for projects in 3 categories: supporting the Royal Navy/Royal Marines, disadvantaged youth, or education. Funding covers project costs, capital works, equipment, salaries, and more. Part-funding and multi-year grants are available. No deadline announced
· Albert Hunt Trust will be closing in January 2029 and as a result are spending their entire £45 million resource. They are offering unrestricted core funding for Hospices, homeless charities (income below £1million), Health and Wellbeing charities (income below £150,000. Unfortunately, they are unable to support CIC’s and charities that operate overseas. No deadline announced

AOB:
· NEW! Emotional Space - Free Monthly Online Course. Fikawelie Mental Health CIC and MIND in Salford are inviting Black men (21+, Greater Manchester) to a free online Mindfulness & Healing Circle, a safer online space to reflect, connect, and grow. The 7-week programme starts on 29.04.25 online at 6:30pm. Register here. Or email John at johnnewton708@yahoo.co.uk to arrange a brief introductory chat before the course begins.
· NEW! The Growth Company have a CSCS and Health and Safety course coming up starting 29.04.25 - see attached flyer for details. 
· NEW! Deliver You Hack – Manchester on 01.05.25 at People's History Museum. This is one of 6 events happening all across the country that aims to connect youth voices with the Department of Culture, Media, and Sport to co-design their new national youth strategy. During these two hours, you be able to give your insight into problems, solutions, and creative new ideas that will all directly impact this strategy. We hope to make this fun and interactive (plus there'll be good food!). This event is for Greater Manchester youth aged 15-25 with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. Register here: Deliver You Hack - Manchester Tickets, Thu 1 May 2025 at 17:30 | Eventbrite
·  NEW! Media Trust – Free short films for women and girls’ charities. In partnership with The Crucible Foundation, Media Trust Films are launching a new initiative to create free short films focusing on the theme of women, girls, and trauma. Media Trust Films are looking for 10 charities to take part, featuring a range of charities who work across different aspects of trauma including domestic violence, harassment, rape and trafficking, across the UK. Successful charities will be matched with a skilled volunteer filmmaker, who they will work closely with throughout the process. The films come at no cost to the charities. This is an excellent opportunity for organisations to share their stories and reach new audiences through the power of film. Applications close: 02.05.25
· NEW! Stockport Pride are running a survey about how inclusive their yearly festival is and if there is anything they can do to improve. Please fill in the survey and share it round: https://www.stockportpride.co.uk/consultation/
· Save the Date! Join us for the Stockport VCFSE Mental Health Community Fair – a two-day event where you can find out about and meet local voluntary sector organisations working to support mental health across the community 📍 Where: Merseyway Shopping Centre, Stockport 🕙 When: 12.05.25 and 13.05.25 from 10am–2pm 🎉 Each day will feature different voluntary sector groups, activities, and information! Let’s come together this #MentalHealthAwarenessWeek to celebrate the power of community 💚 #MHAW2025 #Stockport #MentalHealthMatters #VCFSE
· NEW! YELLOW BEACON - Please find attached two flyers for our upcoming courses for parents and carers of neurodivergent people. If there’s anyone the team are working with in Stockport who may be interested, please feel free to pass these on. We have a few places left on each as they were rescheduled from earlier in the year. Any questions or queries please contact Kirsty Galloway kirsty@yellowbeacon.org
· NEW! Please find attached this week’s GrantFinder Bulletin. Thanks to Sean Martin for sharing this with us – the GrantFinder tool to run funding searches can be accessed for free in Stockport Central Library – just let one of the friendly library staff or volunteers know, and they’ll log you in 
Finally, if you would rather not receive these emails, please let me know and I'll take your details off my contact list.
All the best and have a lovely weekend!
Charlotte
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